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MONTHLY SUMMARY

Chris Sharp summarises the birding highlights
of the summer and autumn periods. Images
have been kindly supplied by Geoff Iceton, lan
Boustead, Martin Blick, Chris Bell, Steve
Keightley, lan Forrest and Brian Clasper.

JULY

A Caspian Tern flew south close inshore past
Hartlepool on 2nd and a Black-necked Grebe
was on Saltholme Pool the same day. Return
passage of waders was underway in early July,
with up to 5 Green Sandpipers, 2 Greenshanks
and a Spotted Redshank on Cowpen Marsh
and a Wood Sandpiper on Dormans Pool. A
Marsh Harrier was also present in the
Dormans/Saltholme area, along with 2 Black
Terns and 2 Little Gulls. Ninety-four Manx
Shearwaters and 50 Puffins flew past
Hartlepool on 5th and the same day a grey stint

was found on Saltholme Marsh, which was
confirmed as a Semipalmated Sandpiper next
day. It showed well to appreciative birders until
11th. This was the 4th record for Cleveland of
this American “peep”. A Marsh Warbler sang
at Haverton Hole from 11th to 14th but was
often elusive.

SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER, SALTHOLME  Geoff Iceton
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MARSH WARBLER, HAVERTON HOLE

) Martin Blick

Both Osprey and Marsh Harrier were at Scaling
Dam on 18th and a Turtle Dove was at Yearby
Bank (now an increasingly rare visitor to
Cleveland in recent years). Little Gulls peaked
at 14 on the Tidal Pool on 22nd. Thirty-three
Storm Petrels were trapped overnight at
Hartlepool on 26th - a Cleveland record. A
Little Egret on Portrack Marsh was a first for the
site and numbers began to build up on the
North Tees Marshes, with a peak at 12 in early
autumn. It seems only a matter of time before
this species is added to Cleveland’s breeding
birds. Seaton Snook attracted large numbers



of Dunlin and Ringed Plover late in the month
and diligent observers found an adult White-
rumped Sandpiper here on 26th. It showed
well until 4th August and was joined by a
second bird from 31st July to 2nd August. Up to
5 Roseate Terns were on the Snook at this time
and 1,386 Guillemots were counted in the Bay.
The regular Yellow-legged Gull was present at
the Tees Barrage and another adult was at
Seaton Carew on 30th.

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER, SEATON SNOOK  Chris Bell

ADULT ROSEATE TERN, SEATON SNOOK
AUGUST

A drake Red-crested Pochard flew north at
Hartlepool Headland on 2nd and a Balearic
Shearwater flew past here the following day,
along with a Sooty Shearwater and 2 Bonxies.
An Osprey at Scaling Dam on 5th was the first
of several sightings from this locality during the
month. The construction of an Osprey tower
here in the autumn will hopefully encourage
birds to stay even longer in the spring! With
water levels falling, a Spotted Crake showed
well on Dormans Pool on 5th and good
numbers of waders were also passing through
the North Tees Marshes at this time, including
several Green Sandpipers, Ruff and Black-
tailed Godwits and an Avocet on Back
Saltholme on 7th. A Long-tailed Skua was off
Hartlepool Headland on 7th and a Common
Buzzard over Margrove Ponds on 8th was the
first of a series of autumn records of this

Geoff Iceton

increasing species in Cleveland. The only
period of sustained northerly winds of the
autumn occurred from 11th, when a Storm
Petrel and a single Sooty Shearwater were
seen off Hartlepool and 4 Pomarine Skuas, 2
Storm Petrels and 9 Bonxies the following day.
A Sabine’s Gull, 9 Storm Petrels, 57 Sooty
Shearwaters and a single Balearic Shearwater
were seen on 13th and a Long-tailed Skua was
offshore next day. A Barred Warbler was seen
briefly at South Gare on 15th and 2 Black Terns
were on the North Tees Marshes mid-month,
along with a few Garganeys. A small fall of
migrants on 18th included several Grasshopper
and Reed Warblers. However, the star bird
was a Roller at South Gare, which showed well
all day. Despite being a fairly drab juvenile, it
was nevertheless an exciting find and was the
first twitchable record for Cleveland. Of the
previous 4 records, only one was in modern
times - a single observer record, also at South
Gare, in 1993. The same day saw a Greenish
Warbler at Hartlepool Headland, which stayed
until 21st and up to 10 Pied Flycatchers were
present.

ROLLER, SOUTH GARE Chris Bell

WHITE PELICAN, SALTHOLME POOLS Steve Keightley

Large numbers of terns, mainly Common,
roosted at Seaton Snook towards the end of
the month and 30 Roseate Terns were counted
among them on 22nd. Several Roseates were
also on the rocks at South Gare and Black Tern
numbers increased to 5 around Saltholme. A
White Pelican was a spectacular, but brief,
sight on Saltholme Pool on the morning of 26th.
It flew off north and soared over Greatham



Creek for some time before ending up at
Cresswell Pond, Northumberland. The bird
was unringed and was identifiable from
plumage features as the same individual seen
previously in Germany and the Netherlands (it
is apparently to be accepted as a genuine wild
vagrant in the latter country). The last few days
of the month were generally quiet. A Marsh
Harrier, 2 Long-tailed Ducks and a Garganey
were at Scaling Dam and a Pectoral Sandpiper
was here on 31st but it was only seen at the
Yorkshire end. A Hobby at Saltholme Pool on
31st brought the month to an end.

SEPTEMBER

Small numbers of Curlew Sandpipers and Little
Stints were on the North Tees Marshes early in
the month, though, as in recent years, numbers
were disappointingly low. One or two Wood
Sandpipers were also in the area at this time.
A Cory’'s Shearwater flew north at Hartlepool on
3rd but the rarest bird of the autumn, a Wilson’s
Petrel, drifted north past The Headland on the
evening of 7th. Seen by only 3 observers, it
represents the first Cleveland record of this
species, which is now regularly seen from
pelagics off the southwestern coasts of Britain
and Ireland but remains a very rare visitor to
the North Sea. A Sabine’s Gull and a
Pomarine Skua flew past the following day.
With winds predominantly from a warm
southerly direction during the remainder of the
month, sea watching was extremely
disappointing. A Pectoral Sandpiper was on
Dorman’s Pool on 10th and a Honey Buzzard
flew over Nunthorpe on 11th. The long-staying
Long-tailed Duck was still present at Scaling
Dam mid-month. A White Stork was at
Newsham Hall, 3km west of Yarm, from 13th to
16th. It was wearing a yellow ring on its right
leg and had recently been in Nottinghamshire.
It was apparently ringed in the Netherlands.
Hot on the heals of the spring bird at
Bilingham, it was the old London buses
syndrome: you wait nearly a lifetime for a
twitchable White Stork in Cleveland and then 2
come along in the space of 5 months!

PECTORAL SANDPIPER, DORMANS POOL

Chris Bell
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WHITE STORK, NEWSHAM HALL

Two Marsh Harriers were a regular sight at
Dorman’s Pool for much of the month and a
small fall of migrants on 16th included many of
the common warblers and the first Redwings of
the autumn. The following day, a Red-backed
Shrike was found at South Gare, where it
remained for a week. The warm, settled
weather saw a quiet spell of birding, until a
Yellow-browed Warbler was found at Hartlepool
Headland on 23rd, with 3 present the following
day. A Pectoral Sandpiper was on Dormans
Pool on 27th, along with 10 Little Stints. The
Sleddale area proved particularly attractive to
birds of prey in the last few days of the month
with 2 Red Kites, 2 Peregrines, Merlin and 4
Common Buzzards drifting in and out of
Cleveland. One of the Red Kites was wing-
tagged and appeared to be a 2002 release
from Rutland. Several skeins of Pink-footed
Geese flew through the area at this time and
Pectoral Sandpiper numbers increased to 2 at
Saltholme on 30th.

RED-BACKED SHRIKE, SOUTH GARE lan Boustead

Geoff Iceton



CURLEW SANDPIPER, SEATON SNOOK  lan Forrest
OCTOBER

Pectoral Sandpipers increased to three at
Saltholme Pools on 1st, with one remaining
until 4th. A Yellow-browed Warbler was in
bushes by McDonalds at Hartlepool Marina
from 1st to 3rd. Large numbers of Pink-footed
Geese passed through Cleveland early in the
month, with 870 over Skelton on 3rd. Sea
watching was generally quiet, with just a few
skuas and good numbers of Little Gulls being
the only birds of note. A Barred Warbler
showed extremely well in the elders at South
Gare from 10th to 14th. Two Black Redstarts in
a Skelton garden on 11th were part of a small
fall on the coast, which included Ring Ouzels,
small numbers of Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps
and several hundred Redwings and Song
Thrushes.  Several Yellow-browed Warblers
also appeared, with 2 at Hartlepool, 2 at
Hummersea and 1 in Seaton Carew Cemetery
over the next few days. A Richard’s Pipit flew
over the Jewish Cemetery, Hartlepool on 15th.
The following day, a Radde’s Warbler at South
Gare was in the same area of bushes as one in
2005. The finder, lan Boustead, unfortunately
fell and broke his arm shortly after the sighting.
Those who said that this was the biggest fall of
the autumn were not far wide of the mark!

LITTLE AUKS, HARTLEPOOL Brian Clasper

GREAT GREY SHRIKE, BOWESFIELD MARSH Chris Bell

Despite conditions looking favourable over the
next few days, only a few migrants were
reported, with just a few thrushes, Goldcrests,
Bramblings and a Long-eared Owl at South
Gare. Two Long-tailed Ducks were off South
Gare and 13 Barnacle Geese were on
Saltholme on 14th. Sea watching off Hartlepool
Headland on 21st produced 36 Little Auks, 17
Whooper Swans 1 Great Northern Diver, 620
Pink-footed Geese (1 skein containing a
possible adult Ross’'s Goose) and 3 Brent
Geese. Small numbers of Little Auks were
seen on most of the subsequent October days.
More Whoopers were seen on 22nd, with 33
past Hartlepool, 19 on the Tidal Pool and 8 on
Back Saltholme. Four Lapland Buntings were
at Cowbar on 24th and 16 Barnacle Geese
were on Back Saltholme next day. A Hen
Harrier, now a very uncommon bird in
Cleveland, was at Scaling Dam on 26th. A
Great Grey Shrike showed well at Bowesfield
Marsh on 29th. This under-watched area
continues to attract its fair share of scarce birds
and with more observers beginning to visit the
area regularly it is sure to attract even more
rarities in years to come.

NEWS UPDATE FROM THE

COMMITTEE

RECLAMATION POND — POTENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT

We are shortly to have a meeting with Impetus
Reclamation Limited to be updated on current
commercial interest in the Reclamation Pond
site and to view the proposals for the
compensatory site at Port Clarence Pool. We
will keep you informed of any future
developments.

ACCESS TO THE RECLAMATION POND

As many of you will have noted from our
Website, Impetus Reclamation Limited is happy
for TBC members to continue using the upper




car park at Dormans Pool and have access to
the ‘plateau’ area around the Reclamation
Pond for bird counting purposes. Impetus has
requested that members carry their
membership cards to identify themselves to
Hunstman Security (who police the site on its
behalf), if requested. The company has
reminded us that access to Dormans Pool and
the Reclamation Pond is for TBC members only
and has stated that non-members may be
asked to leave by security staff. It is important
to remember that access is through the
goodwill of Impetus, which now owns both
areas, and all security staff should be treated
with courtesy and respect.

HARTLEPOOL OBSERVATORY

The Committee has selected architectural
consultants, Jane Darbyshire and David
Kendall Limited of Newcastle, to undertake the
Feasibility Study for the new observatory. This
firm has an excellent track record in this sort of
project and is currently working on the new
Saltholme Visitor Centre for the RSPB. We
are, at present, putting together a bid to the
Heritage Lottery Fund to seek funding for the
Feasibility Study. Following initial
consultations, Hartlepool Borough Council has
indicated that it has no objections in principle to
the proposed development, though a Planning
Application will have to be submitted in due
course.

NEDL OVERHEAD CABLES AT
DORMANS POOL

After several years of discussions and
meetings with NEDL, we are delighted to
announce that the company has informed us
that it is intending to divert and bury a
significant length of the harmful cables, which
have, in recent years, been responsible for the
deaths of Mute Swans, Shelduck, Common
Tern and a considerable number of gulls. We
have requested that if a short section is to
remain above ground, then this should be
boldly marked to avoid any future problems.
NEDL'’s proposals will need the approval of
Natural England, as Dormans Pool lies with an
SSSI.

HARTLEPOOL HEADLAND NEW TOWN
SQUARE

A considerable number of new trees have been
recently planted as part of this development
and these have already produced results —
hosting a Yellow-browed Warbler and a party of
Siskins in September.

SHARING BIRD INFORMATION

Members are requested to put all significant
sightings onto the Pager Services, as follows:

Rare Bird Alert 02070 382820
Birdnet 01623 511679

Please submit your sightings to Eric James for
inclusion on the Club’'s Website (tel: 01642
310103; email:
clevelandbirdnews@yahoo.co.uk) or enter
them directly onto the Website via the
‘Members’ Sightings’ section.

LOCAL OUTINGS 2007

| Sunday 21st January 2007 — Seal Sands

A chance to view Seal Sands from the Power
station hide. Good views assured of the Seals
and hopefully Divers, Grebes, Mergansers and
various duck species. Meet at 9.30am at
Teesmouth Field Centre. For further details ring
Julie Mason on 01642 614583

Monday 19th February 2007 —
Hemlington Lake

A walk around this under-watched area.
Goosander, Kingfisher and Water Rail are all
possible, plus a variety of common duck
species. Meet at the car park in the
southwestern corner of the lake at 10.00 am.
For further details contact Eric James on 01642
3101083.

Sunday 25 ™ March 2007 — North Tees
Marshes

Reclamation Pond, Saltholme and Dormans
Pool- a chance to look for early summer
migrants or late winter visitors and a walk to the
Club’s hide on Dormans Pool. Meet at the car
park at Dormans Pool at 9.30 am. For further
details ring Chris Sharp on 01429 865163



CLEVELAND WATER BODY SURVEY

This project is now well underway, with over 90% of the identified sites being covered. Thanks are due
to all those observers who have offered to count one or more sites, many of whom are also undertaking
the monthly WeBS surveys. Please use the new one-page form to record all your counts and submit
this to Chris Sharp after your last visit in March 2007 (but please see below).

At present, the only areas not fully covered are lengths of the freshwater River Tees, as follows:

SITE

GRID REF OBSERVER

RIVER TEES (SURTEES BRIDGE TO THE HOLMES)

NZ 44178-449162

RIVER TEES (THE HOLMES TO BASSELTON WOOD)

NZ 449162-442156

RIVER TEES (BASSELTON WOOD TO PRESTON
HALL)

NZ 442156-431157

RIVER TEES (EAGLESCLIFFE TO RIVER LEVEN)

NZ 430140-430127

RIVER TEES (UPSTREAM OF YARM TO COUNTY
BOUNDARY)

NZ 416122-402111

If anyone feels able to count one of these sites starting on 19th November 2006, please contact Ted Parker (Tel:

01642 275369; Email: ecparker@supanet.com)

In order that any unusual records or significant co
Bird Report’ , please could you submit your counts for September

Chris Sharp by 31st December 2006.

2006 ‘CLEVELAND BIRD

REPORT’

It is getting near that time of year again where
all of your records are needed for inclusion in
the 2006 ‘Cleveland Bird Report’. The preferred
method of submission is on record cards, as
this makes life easier for the compilers,
although submission of any records is more
than welcome via any means. Records left on
the ‘Submit Your Sightings’ page on the
Website will be used for the report, although we
would prefer them to be submitted through the
usual channels. If you have seen any of the
species requiring more detailed information,
please could you send these in as soon as
possible, as they need to be considered by the
Records Sub Committee. The species
concerned are listed in the 2004 Report and in
the Member’'s Pack, or you can speak to any
member of the Records Sub Committee, who
will be able to help. Please submit all your
records to the County Recorder, Richard
Taylor, no later than 31st January 2007
Late submissions result in a considerable
amount of extra work for the already over-
worked compilers.
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unts can be included in the 2006 ‘Cleveland
to December inclusive to

‘THE BIRDS OF

TEESMOUTH’ - FILM

The original footage of the film ‘The Birds of
Teesmouth’ has been digitised. This 1970s film
of Teesmouth was produced by Jimmy Munro
and is an extremely valuable archive of the
area. The film will be put on to DVD and will
cost approximately £10, depending upon
number of copies requested. This is an
excellent opportunity to purchase a slice of
Teesmouth’s history and see it as it used to be.
If you would like to pre-book a copy of the film,
contact Julie Mason, Honorary Secretary
Teesmouth Field Centre (Tel: 01429 264912;
Email: fieldcentre@teesmouth.freeserve.co.uk

Julie Mason (Teesmouth Field Centre)

BREEDING BIRDS OF

CLEVELAND

The final fieldwork was completed during the
2006 breeding season and the formal survey
data for each tetrad is now on Excel
spreadsheets. It is still possible, however, to
add any significant late supplementary records
to the main survey data, such as scarce or
unusual breeding species. If you have any
such records, please send these to Graeme
Joynt as soon as possible.  After some
frustrating problems with the mapping software,
the Project Team can now report that the



production of the tetrad maps is now in
progress. It is intended to supply the tetrad
maps, guidance notes, sample species
accounts, some historical records and useful
references to the species account authors
before Christmas, with a deadline for
completion by the end of February 2007. The
portfolio of superb artwork for the illustrations to
accompany the accounts is well advanced and
will be an excellent feature of the publication.
An ambitious sponsorship campaign has been
very successful and we are confident of
reaching our target of £25,000. Although much
still remains to be done, “The Breeding Birds of
Cleveland” is now beginning to become a
reality.

Vic Fairbrother (Breeding Bird Survey
Project Team).

BRITISH TRUST FOR

ORNITHOLOGY

Counts of Golden Plover and Lapwing are now
under way in the Winter Plover Survey 2006-07
mainly through the routine WeBS counts but
also in some key sites and random tetrads.
Casual records of large flocks of Plovers would
also be welcomed. There will be a national
survey of breeding Ringed Plover and Little
Ringed Plover in 2007. | have a provisional list
of tetrads and expect to receive maps and
survey forms in January. Please let me know if
you would be interested in helping with this
survey. Fieldwork for the next national atlas
(combined  Winter and Breeding) will
commence in November 2007 (Winter) and
April 2008 (Breeding). Further details later.

Vic Fairbrother (BTO Representative)

PROFILE - DENIS SUMMERS-SMITH

also an acclaimed expert.

In this Profile, Ted Parker talked to Club founder member, former Chairman, author and world sparrow
expert Denis Summers-Smith about his ornithological life. Denis has made an enormous contribution to
ornithological knowledge, not the least through his studies of sparrows throughout the world, combining
these with travels during his professional work in the highly specialist field of Tribology, in which he is




Denis was born in Glasgow in 1920. He moved
to Guisborough in 1961, where he still lives.
He retired in 1982 after a highly successful
career as a mechanical engineer with ICl where
he specialised in Tribology (lubrication, friction

Denis hasn't a clue how many birds he has
seen in Cleveland, as he is, unashamedly,
neither a ‘twitcher’ nor a ‘lister’. His local patch
is a farm near Pinchinthorpe, where he has
done a common breeding bird census for the
past 42 years - information which has proved
invaluable to the BTO in assessing changes in
species numbers over time and the likely
reasons for these. In fact, Denis wrote the first
instructions for the BTO Common Birds Census
at its inception. Despite noting few changes in
the farmland habitat itself, Denis did record
significant changes in species composition and
numbers, changes which he feels are
attributable to  competition rather than
environmental factors. His favourite alternative
birding location in Cleveland is South Gare,
which he has visited regularly on Saturday
mornings for over 40 years.

The optics which Denis uses are Swarovski 8.5
binoculars and a Nikon Field Scope and
regards the former as effectively giving him
‘new eyes’, as they are optically superb. When
asked about his favourite bird book, Denis
mentioned several, including Niko Tinbergen’s
‘A Herring Gull's World’, ‘The Beak of the Finch’
by Jonathan Weiner (one which he
recommends every birder to read) and ‘The
Dictionary of Birds’ edited by Bruce Campbell
and Elizabeth Lack for the BTO, which is the
one to which he most refers. Denis’s interests
extend to all aspects of Natural History but it is
sparrows which have been his passion and on
which he has become a renowned world
expert, having written a number of books, the
most recent of which was advertised in the last
Newsletter.

Denis was a founder member Teesmouth Bird
Club in 1960 and has seen many changes
since that time, with the most dramatic having
taken place in recent years. He feels that the
Club has become much more professional and
the evening meetings are much more
interesting, with a wider range of topics rather
than just accounts of visits to various parts of
the world.

Denis says that the most impressive birding site
he has visited is Amazonia in 1996. This was
not just because of the birds but the vast scale
of virtually untouched water and forest — one of
the last habitats on earth that has still largely
been untouched by Man. When asked about
his best day's birding in Cleveland, he can't
remember a specific date but regards the most
memorable and exciting as being the autumn
falls at Hartlepool and South Gare, which open

and wear of mechanical moving parts, such as
bearings). Denis’s career took him all over the
world and since his retirement he has
continued to provide consultancy services in
this sought-after field.

one’s eyes to the amazing spectacle of
migration. Denis also recalls being at the old
Hartlepool Observatory and watching tiny
Goldcrests streaming in off the sea, just above
the waves, and making landfalls on the
promenade, clearly exhausted, before moving
to the nearest patch of cover. Denis’s best
personal find was in the mid-1980s in the form
of a White-throated Robin at South Gare and,
although not accepted by the British Birds
Records Committee, this record was given
credence by the presence of another bird at
Falsterbo in Sweden at the same time. His
biggest birding disappointment was failing to
see Saxaul Sparrow during several visits to the
USSR and China but finally connected with this
striking species in Kazakhstan after the
collapse of communism. Denis cited his most
memorable birds being a Roadrunner in Texas,
which kept running between his legs while he
was trying to photograph it, and a thermal of
over 500 birds of prey, including 3 Andean
Condors, rising in an artificial thermal created
by a gas turbine in Tierra del Fuego. When
asked about his ambition bird, Denis stated that
this has to be Socotra Sparrow, a species on
Socotra Island off the Horn of Africa, which he
has separated from those on the mainland.
This will constitute his last sparrow in world
terms. We all have embarrassing moments
and Denis cited one of his worst as being on a
trip to the Austro-Hungarian border to look for
Great Bustards. He was walking along a large
hedge, occasionally peering through to look for
bustards, when he suddenly found himself
looking down the barrel of a security guard’s
gun! He has also been arrested twice by the
police while watching House Sparrows in
people’s gardens at dawn. After one of these
incidents, the police asked him to be on the
look out for suspicious characters!

Changes Denis would like to see include more
time being spent by ‘twitchers’ looking at
common birds and logging them, so that
changes can be recorded and analysed over
time. He is pleased, for example, that 6 people
world-wide are currently starting PhDs in
Sparrows. He also feels that the Club is doing
very well, is now more important than ever
before and capitalises well on the expertise it
has.



WETLAND BIRD SURVEY OF TEESMOUTH - AUTUMN 2006

SUMMARY

SPECIES JULY AUG SEPT OCT Coverage was outstanding, with the
23rd 20th 17th 8th maximum 104  sector counts
undertaken over the four months.
Little Grebe 32 83** 83** 75* While the autumn Cormorant peak
Great Crested Grebe 8 22 12 17 (329, August) was our poorest since
Cormorant 266** @** 316** DG kk 1997, Grey Herpn (83, September)
Grey Heron 50 18 83 73 _equalled the previous Tees record set
in 2000. In another generally good
Mute Swan 53 58 25 44 autumn for ducks, new all-time Tees
Shelduck 147 105 228 A47x WeBS records were set by Gadwall
Wigeon 4 9 1075 677 (433, October), Shoveler (309,
Gadwall 27 154* 253** 433** September), Tufted Duck (301, August)
Teal 10 308 919 610 and Ruddy Duck (111, Aug_ust). The
Mallard 185 344 338 411 Gadwall peak was fully 100 in excess
Pintail 0 2 21 21— of the previous record set last autumn,
— —_— — and the species was more numerous
Shoveler 7 149 309 177 than Mallard this October. The
Pochard 100 118 52 48 Shoveler figure easily surpassed the
Tufted Duck 180 301 186 169 260 counted in autumn 2000, with over
Ruddy Duck 52 111 48 46 half the birds being present on
Coot 1049* 1131* 1386* 1545*% Dormans Pool. More than a third of the
Oystercatcher 810 1704 1392 1364 ;‘gtede Du%‘; ggun\/?/é% nggtszttowereTﬁg
: new s rs.
Ringed Plover 38 4407 143 92 Ruddy Duck population increase is less
Golden Plover 6 0 381 221 welcome: the Defra-funded cull is
Grey Plover 1 31 1 29 scheduled to begin at Teesmouth this
Lapwing 396 1321 2408 1827 coming winter. Perhaps somewhat
Knot 138 86 45 55 predictably, Coot (1545, October)
Sanderling 41 62 82 60 produced another new seasonal record.
Litte Stint 0 0 6 0 Ringed Plover (440, August) and
Curlew Sandplper 0 0 4 0 Curlew (1181, August) vyielded their
Purple Sandpiper 0 0 2 0 highest autumn maxima since 1998
Dunlin 792 465 287 286 and 1994 respectively, while the
Ruff 3 33* 21 2 Redshank peak (1865, August) was the
Snipe 18 27 26 48 second highest on record. On the
Black-tailed Godwit 37 76* 37 35 negative side, Sanderling (82,
Bar-tailed Godwit 9 33 80 a1 September), Purple Sandpiper (2,
Whimbrel 5> 17 0 0 September) and_ Turnstor_1e (192,
= August) all experienced their poorest
Curlew 605 1181* 844* 631 ever autumns here. Sandwich Terns
Spotted Redshank 0 5 1 0 (490, July) were slightly more abundant
Redshank 698* 1865+ * | 1284** 1405*** | than in the previous two autumns, but
Greenshank 5 18 6 6 numbers were still disappointing.
Green Sandpiper > 3 0 4 Following this series of counts, in
Common Sandpiper 6 o1 0 0 autumn th(_e Tees and HartIepooI.Bay
Tumstone 53 EZ 1 9% WeBS Site remains of national
- o importance for Little Grebe, Cormorant,
Sandwich Tern 490 161 69 > Gadwall and Shoveler, and of
Common Tern 824 223 6 0 international importance for Redshank.
Arctic Tern 0 0 1 0 N.B. ‘Teesmouth’ includes Hartlepool
Little Tern 35 3 0 0 Bay and the whole of the RSPB
Saltholme Reserve.
Underlined counts indicate Autumn 2006 maxima.
* Denotes count of >50% of national importance
*x Denotes count of national importance
rkk Denotes count of international importance
MIKE LEAKEY
WeBS Local Organiser
November 2006




SPITSBERGEN - SVALBARD ARCHIPELAGO

In this feature, long-standing member Arnold
lllingworth recounts his remarkable
experiences on a trip he made to the Arctic
earlier this year. All images have been
supplied by Arnold lllingworth.

Several members of the Club may remember
seeing a Harp Seal on the Shetlands on 31st
August 1987 when twitching a Harlequin Duck.
It was probably rarer than the bird, as one
hadn't been recorded there for 84 years.
Seven days later, we returned there for a
Brinnich’s Guillemot and, after a gap of 19
years, | decided | wanted to see these and
other rare visitors to our shores on their own
home patch. The Checklist for Spitsbergen and
Jan Mayen lIslands is currently 146 species, of
which 96 are from Jan Mayen, these being
mainly vagrants. | hope to see around 30,
which wouldn’t be ‘lifers’ but | would never see
such huge numbers of some species again.
The dates of my trip were from 15th to 25th
July 2006.

There were no butterflies or dragonflies to swot
up, though | did see a superb Scarce Copper
outside Oslo Airport. The flight from Oslo to
Longyearbyen takes about 50 minutes, where
we were to board the icebreaker ship ‘Grigoriy
Mikeev’. There was time to do some local
birding and, after running the gauntlet of dive-
bombing Arctic Terns and Arctic Skuas, the
estuary turned up small numbers of Purple
Sandpiper, Ringed Plover and Dunlin. Other
waders seen later on the trip included a pair of
Turnstones, 3 Grey Phalaropes and a single
Sanderling. Snow Buntings were much in
evidence around the buildings.

Our route around the islands depended on the
pack ice situation, which varies from year to
year. This year looked good for a complete
circuit, including places the names of which are
impossible to spell let alone pronounce! | must
mention Ny Alesund, however, where we
stopped on our way up the west coast. | was
watching an Arctic Fox cub burying a Barnacle
Goose gosling, when | heard a shout for me to
join a group who were watching a male
Blackbird. What a write-in for the Trip List!
This was, no doubt, a spring overshoot of at
least 400 miles from Norway and there are only
between 1-3 records per year in the islands.

We arrived in due course at Moffen Island,
about 80N, where we saw our first Walruses
and a distant Sabine’s Gull, this being the only
known nesting site of for a few pairs of this
elegant gull on Svalbard. After heading south,
we came to the Monaco Glacier, at the base of
which thousands of Kittiwvakes were feeding,
along with Ivory and Glaucous Gulls and a
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single Great Black-backed. After much
searching, | was rewarded by finding our
second, and last, Sabine’s Gull of the trip,
which obligingly circled the ship, keeping many
digital cameras in action. Further south in the
Hinlopen Strait, we went by zodiac to the base
of a long stretch of 100m high basalt cliffs
where 100,000 Briunnich’s Guillemots breed.
We certainly saw huge numbers on the ledges.
Then, following a tip off, we raced northwards
to the most northerly islands in Europe where,
on Phyppsoya, 13 Polar Bears had been seen
feeding on the carcass of a whale. Now
stripped bare, we counted 17 bears in the area,
including some mothers with cubs.

POLAR BEAR

POMARINE SKUA

SABINE’S GULL

After this exceptional sighting, we headed north
up to the pack ice at 8142"N, just 525 statute
miles from the North Pole. The zodiacs were
launched to try and get near to a bear, which



amazingly wandered over to the edge of the
pack ice, leaving only 10m of water between it
and our zodiac! Boy, was | nervous! We then
headed southeast around the island of Kvitoya
(White Island), to make a landing on the east
coast of Spitsbergen, where we found 38 Ivory
Gulls lining the beach. A short walk produced
several families of Ptarmigan. Next, we made
a landing on the south west tip of the island of
Edgeoya, where we approached slowly a huge
group of Walruses huddled together on the
beach. Others came swimming a few metres
away to have a look at us. Overnight, we
sailed around the southern tip of Spitsbergen
into Hornsund, where we visited a huge

SVALBARD ARCHIPELAGO
SUMMARY

Thirty species of bird were seen, of which there
were very few Long-tailed Skuas, probably
because there are no lemmings of Svalbard.
All of the Fulmars appeared to be of the blue
phase. There were good numbers of Black
Guillemots, several pairs of Red-throated
Divers, 3 King Eiders among the Common
Eiders and about 20 Long-tailed Ducks.
Several groups of Pink-footed and Barnacle
Geese were seen but only one group of Pale-
bellied Brents. Puffins were common at a few
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breeding colony of Little Auks, which nest
among rocky scree right up to the cliff face. On
the way up, we watched in horror as an Arctic
Fox made repeated attempts to snatch a
Barnacle Goose gosling from its parents. Each
time they saw it off. The noise from the Little
Auks was quite something and every now and
then a marauding Glaucous Gull cased sectors
of the colony to fly over our heads like clouds of
midges, only to wheel round on whirring wings
and hurtle back to their particular patch. Their
droppings nourish a rich growth of greenery,
providing food for the very approachable small
local race of Reindeer, both sexes of which
have antlers.

locations, where they tended to nest on cliff
ledges. A total of 64 Ivory Gulls was an
exceptional record.

Of the marine mammals, the first seal seen was
a Bearded, reminding me of the one | saw in
Hartlepool Fish Quay in January 1999. Harp
Seals, however, were the most common and
there was a few Ringed. Whales were a
disappointment, with just a few Minke and Fin
but no Belugas. Spitsbergen was a centre for
the whaling industry early in the 17th century,
which led to the near extinction of the Bowhead
Whale.



The botanists had a fine time and, thanks to the
enthusiasm of Tim Melling, the leader of our
small group on behalf of Naturetrek, 55 species
of Arctic plants were identified, which included
Moss Campion, Mountain Avens and Purple
Saxifrage. All this added an extra dimension to
our walks over the tundra.

Finally, the bears! We saw at least 43 Polars,
this being the highest total seen by the
Expedition Leader on a single trip and rarely
with such close encounters.

The total length of the cruise was just over
1,900 statute miles and the temperatures
recorded ranged from 1T to a maximum of
10T on one occasion. Daylight was perpetual.
This expedition would be high on the list as a
candidate for the holiday of a lifetime and
Svalbard is well worth a visit. Some wonderful
photos can be found on
www.collinsphotographic.co.uk (look for a chap
dancing with a female member of the Russian
Crew at an on-deck BBQ!).

CLEVELAND BIRDING SITES — SCALING DAM

In this feature, Ted Parker, a regular visitor to Scaling Dam, reviews the history and importance of this
site, which is the largest freshwater body in Cleveland. Plan courtesy of Northumbrian Water.

History

Scaling Dam Reservoir lies at 183 metres (600
feet) above sea level. At 42 hectares (105
acres), it is the largest area of fresh water in
Cleveland and is shallow, with a maximum
depth of only 9 metres (30ft). It was created in
1958 by flooding the shallow valley to the south
of Roxby High Moor. For many years, it
remained isolated and undisturbed and soon
became a haven for wintering wildfowl and
passage waders. Since the reservoir's
inception, the Teesmouth Bird Club (TBC) and
Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union published bird
records of the site in their monthly and annual
reports. From 1963 onwards, when public
fishing commenced, the reservoir has been
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included in monthly Wetland Bird Survey
counts. Originally, access to the reservoir was
restricted to only 6 permits, issued to the
Cleveland Naturalists’ Field Club and TBC. As
the ornithological importance of the reservoir
became more apparent through regular
monitoring, the TBC pressed Tees Valley and
Cleveland Water Board in 1966 to create a
nature reserve. In July 1969, the Club
produced a comprehensive report entitled
‘Ornithological Interest of the Waters of the
Board’, which was supported by the Nature
Conservancy, who advised the Water Board to
retain Scaling Dam as a nature reserve, which
at that time was classed as a ‘Category Il
Wildfowl Area’ by the Wildfowl Trust.

Trout fishing commenced in
1973 and was soon extended
from March to October each
year. In tandem with the
extended fishing season, sailing
was permanently continued to
the end of October. The first
bird hide was constructed on the
reserve boundary in the same
year and, in 1978, the woodland
belt bordering Bog House Lane
was planted to provide a visual
barrier between the footpath
and reservoir. This is now a
healthy, maturing plantation.

During the early 1980s, bird
watching facilities were
improved by the provision of a
viewing screen at the end of
Bog House Lane and the raising
of the existing hide to give a
more elevated view.




In 1971, a Working Party was established by
the Tees Valley and Cleveland Water Board, on
which the TBC was represented, to consider
the use of Scaling Dam for fishing, sailing and
bird watching and the designation of part of the
reservoir as a nhature reserve. The
establishment of a reserve was finally agreed in
1972, the year after the formation of the Scaling
Sailing Club and a year later Roger Bannister
officially opened the Clubhouse. The same
year also marked the establishment of the
Scaling Dam Wildlife Advisory Committee
(SDWAG), to advise on ecological and related
matters.

In 1975, an artificial island was constructed,
followed by a rebuild in 1980, but the island
was little used by breeding birds and
maintenance proved very difficult, so it was
dismantled in 1986.

The car park at the eastern (Yorkshire) end
was constructed in 1985 by the North York
Moors National Park and NWA opened new
facilities for the disabled close to the Sailing
Clubhouse. These included the construction of
a fishing pier, car park, access road, lodge and
toilets and in the same year, the reserve area
was clearly defined by a row of large buoys.

From 1995, Scaling Dam was decommissioned
for water supply and a new, larger hide was
constructed on the site of the original one,
providing a much better bird watching facility.
Decommissioning enabled SDWAG to manage
water levels for the first time for nature
conservation.  In 2003, the excellent new
Visitor Centre was completed, which includes
an exhibition area, fishing lodge, baliliff's office
and refreshments area. More recent works
have included the creation of two dragonfly
ponds, a footpath link to Bog House Lane, the
completion of a circular walk around the
reservoir, the provision of 2 feeding stations,
the erection of an Osprey Tower and shoreline
improvements to attract breeding Little Ringed
Plover.

Location and Access

Scaling Dam lies immediately to the south of
the A171 Guisborough-Whitby road, just before
the ‘The Grapes’ pub. The nature reserve lies
entirely within the Borough of Redcar and
Cleveland, with the remaining area being the
Scarborough District of North Yorkshire. The
whole area lies within the North York Moors
National Park. The reservoir is surrounded by
heather moor, grazed pasture, scrub, wetland
and coniferous woodland and is only 6km from
the sea.
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Birds

The ornithological importance of the reservoir is
admirably covered in ‘Where to Watch Birds in
Northeast England’ (Britton and Day, Second
Edition, 2004) and for a detailed account of
this, and other Cleveland sites, this book is
highly recommended.

To date, at least 215 species have been
recorded at Scaling Dam and these include
some impressive birds, such as Kentish Plover,
Terek Sandpiper and Great White and Little
Egrets, Green-winged Teal, Red-footed Falcon,
Ring-billed Gull and Great Grey Shrike. During
the 1970s and 1980s, Scaling was the most
reliable place in Cleveland to see Hen Harrier,
which came in to roost an hour or so before
dusk, often involving up to half a dozen birds.
Sadly, this is no longer the case, though
individuals occasionally still turn up during the
autumn and winter periods. Other raptors
occasionally seen include Kestrel, Merlin,
Peregrine, Common Buzzard and Marsh
Harrier and rare species, including Red Kite,
Rough-legged  Buzzard, Honey Buzzard,
Montagu’s Harrier and Red-footed Falcon have
occurred. Ospreys are now almost annual and
are best looked for in July and August, when
they often linger for several weeks and can be
seen fishing over the reservoir. It is hoped that
the new Osprey tower, erected in September
2006, will encourage birds to linger a little
longer!

Now that water levels are managed, spring and
autumn wader passage is much improved and,
in 2004, 22 species were recorded during the
year, including Temminck’s Stint, Greenshank,
Ruff, Dunlin, Whimbrel, Black-tailed Godwit and
Green, Wood and Common Sandpipers. Since
the management of water levels, several pairs
of Little Ringed Plover now breed, along with a
few pairs of Snipe and the occasional

Redshank. Rare waders, such as Red-
necked and Wilson’s Phalaropes, Terek
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and Avocet

have been recorded, the most recent ‘Pec’
being in October this year.

SCALING DAM, JANUARY 2003 Ted Parker
Note the low water levels as a result of management.



ERECTION OF OSPREY TOWER, SEPT 2006 Martin Blick

Wildfowl! are best looked for during the autumn
and winter. Whooper Swans occasionally pass
through in spring and autumn but rarely linger
for long and Bewick’s Swan is now a rare bird
in Cleveland. Greylag and Canada Goose
numbers are on the increase, with a peak count
of the former species exceeding 500 for the first
time in 2005. Pink-footed Geese regularly pass
over in October and early November and small
parties occasionally drop in to bathe. Bean
Geese have been recorded on a number of
occasions when they visit the reservoir to bathe
and preen after feeding on nearby fields.
Inexplicably, Pochard numbers have dwindled
over the past decade or so but there have been
corresponding rises in the numbers of dabbling
duck, notably Teal and Wigeon. Mallard often
exceed 300 and Tufted Duck can reach up to
80, with smaller numbers of Goldeneye, Scaup,
Gadwall, Shoveler, Pintail, Garganey,
Goosander and Ruddy Duck. Smew is an
irregular visitor, as are Common Scoter, Red-
breasted Merganser, Long-tailed Duck and
Red-crested Pochard. ‘Exotics’ in recent years
have included Egyptian Goose, Bar-headed
Goose, Chinese Swan Goose and Mandarin.

Surprisingly, despite being close to the coast,
rarer divers and grebes are less frequent than
perhaps they should be. Occasional Red-
throated and Black-Throated Divers have
occurred but Great Northern has only appeared
once. Rarer grebes have included Red-
necked, Slavonian and Black-necked: the latter
has occurred in both spring and autumn. Late
autumn and winter is generally the best time to
look for these species.

The surrounding woodland and scrub should
not be overlooked and a good range of small
birds occur. Scaling is now one of the best
places in Cleveland to see Willow Tit, which
regularly visits the feeding station next to the
hide. Siskin, Goldfinch, Bullfinch, Lesser
Whitethroat, Whitethroat, Garden Warbler,
Blackcap, Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler are all
regular, though Crossbill, Yellowhammer, Tree
Sparrow and House Sparrow are remarkably
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scarce. Scaling is a very reliable place for
Cuckoo in spring and summer and the
shoreline should be checked for Rock and
Water Pipits in winter and for White Wagtail in
the spring.  Kingfishers regularly occur in
winter.

The evening gull roost on the reserve is well
worth looking through for less common species,
such as Mediterranean, Little, Glaucous and
Iceland Gulls. Water level management means
that the spit on the Reserve is almost
constantly exposed, creating ideal loafing
places for gulls, waders and wildfowl. Black
Terns are irregular but should be looked for in
spring and autumn, along with the even rarer
White-winged Black Tern.

Suggested Strategy

Park in the car park at the eastern end of the
reservoir and check the scrub for small birds on
the way down to the hide. Spend an hour or so
here, checking the water and shoreline for
wildfowl and waders. Don't forget to scan the
moorland and valleys beyond the Reserve,
which are good for raptors. Return to the car
park and walk through the plantation on to Bog
House Lane. Follow the lane down to the
footbridge, checking the scrub and woodland in
the southwest corner. This has held Great
Grey Shrike on several occasions in the past.
If you are feeling energetic, you can continue
on the circular walk around the reservoir, which
takes about an hour. Alternatively, return to
your car and drive to the large car park at the
eastern end, where you should check the
muddy foreshore for waders, wagtails and
pipits and the water for wildfowl, grebes and
divers. Good luck!



