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Early in the month up to 7 Little Gulls were
around Dormans Pool, along with a Marsh
Harrier. A Spotted Redshank was at Scaling
Dam on 2", with a Hobby there on 4th. A
Corncrake sang from farmland near
Pinchinthorpe from 4th to at least 8th and 4
Avocets were on the Long Drag on 6th, with 3
still present the following day. Return wader
passage was underway by the second week of
the month, with Green Sandpipers being one
of the more prominent species: 3 were on the
new RSPB ponds at Saltholme on 8th and 39
Black-tailed Godwits were on Back Saltholme
the same day. An Osprey flew over
Billingham on 10th and 3 Common Sandpipers
and 2 Whimbrels were at Scaling Dam at this
time.
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Two pairs of Spotted Flycatchers successfully
bred at nearby Lockwood Beck Reservoir.
This species continues to decline dramatically
in Cleveland and Lockwood is one of the few
remaining breeding sites. A Wood Sandpiper
and several Greenshanks were at Saltholme
mid-month and 2 Curlew Sandpipers were
present here from 17th-18th. A Hobby was at
Skelton and a summer plumaged Black-
necked Grebe was on the sea off Marske. A
colour-ringed Curlew on Seal Sands was
originally ringed here in 1981 and was,
therefore, 26 years old (only 3 years short of
the BTO longevity record for this species).
The first Sooty Shearwater of the year flew
past Hartlepool on 21st, with other sightings
over the next couple of days. Purple
Sandpipers had returned to Hartlepool
Headland by 22nd, with 4 on the Heugh Pier.
Two Mediterranean Gulls were at Greatham
Creek on 23rd and 3 Roseate Terns flew
south at Hartlepool next day. Small numbers
of this species also appeared on Seaton
Snook at this time. A single Storm Petrel was
off Hartlepool on 30th, with 2 there the
following day.
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The month began with a Honey Buzzard over
Scaling Dam on 2nd but even rarer was a
Black Kite in off the sea at South Gare on the
same day. Tern numbers began to increase
on Seaton Snook and, as usual, a few
Roseate Terns were identified amongst them.
Two were present on 1st but numbers
increased towards the month’'s end, with 10
seen on 17th. Passage waders were much in
evidence at this time, with small numbers of
Green and Common Sandpipers, Greenshank,
Spotted Redshank and Little Ringed Plover all
present on the North Tees Marshes. A Marsh
Harrier was over Dorman’s Pool on 4th, with
other birds reported on numerous dates during
the month. The Little Terns at Crimdon Dene
had an excellent breeding season, with about
100 young reared. A Hobby was at South
Gare on 7th, with another over Skelton on
10th. Two adult Curlew Sandpipers were at
Greatham Creek on 9th, in what proved to be
another poor autumn for this species. Storm
Petrel ringing at Hartlepool on 10th saw 4
being trapped. Ninety Whimbrels roosted at
Seal Sands on 10th and 87 flew south at
Hartlepool the following day. Nightjars were
still showing well in Guisborough forest mid-
month. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was found
roosting at Greatham Creek on 13th but was
only present for one hour. At least 60 Little
Gulls were feeding off Hartlepool on 15th and
2 Marsh Harriers were at Scaling Dam on
18th. Sea watching at Hartlepool began to
improve from 19th, with a Balearic and 3
Sooty Shearwaters passing there on 19th.
The following days saw increased numbers of
Sooty Shearwaters, in what proved to be an
excellent autumn for this species, being
recorded on many dates.
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The 23rd saw regular sightings of Sabine’s
Gulls off Hartlepool, with perhaps 4 birds
involved and a Red-necked Grebe also flew
past on the same date. An Osprey was at
Skinningrove, also on 23rd, along with a Pied
Flycatcher (a real rarity this autumn). A Little
Stint was on Back Saltholme on 25th. At least
30 Pomarine Skuas were off Hartlepool on
27th, including a flock of 28 sitting on the sea
for over an hour. Twenty-three Sooty and ca
50 Manx Shearwaters were recorded the
same day and an Osprey flew south, before
spending 15 minutes circling over the bay.
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A juvenile Black-necked Grebe was at Scaling
Dam on 31st and an eclipse drake Blue-
winged Teal was found at Haverton Hole on
the same date. This remained into October
but was often elusive. A first-summer Caspian
Gull was on Seaton Snook, also on the last
day of the month: this bird has now been given
full species status by the BOU. The long
staying Yellow-legged Gull was present at the
Tees Barrage at the same time. It is not that
many years ago when both of these species
were merely “Herring Gulls”.
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Sea-watching was much to the fore in
September. On 3rd, 19 Pomarine, 26 Great
and 9 Long-tailed Skuas passed Hartlepool,
along with 20 Sooty Shearwaters and a Storm
Petrel. The following day produced 49 Sooties,
1 Long-tailed Skua and 15 Pale-bellied Brent
Geese and a Balearic Shearwater flew south
on 8th. With record numbers of Great
Shearwaters in the North Sea it was no
surprise that one passed Hartlepool on 10th,
along with 50 Sooty Shearwaters, 1-2 Leach’s
Petrels and 2-3 Long-tailed Skuas. Other sea-
watching points off Durham and
Northumberland recorded greater numbers of
Great Shearwaters during this period and it
was disappointing that Hartlepool had only a
single bird. Another Balearic Shearwater was
recorded on 12th. Wader passage was quiet,
with just small numbers of the common
species recorded. Two Spoonbills visited
Dorman’s Pool on 11th and a juvenile Curlew
Sandpiper was at Greatham Creek on 12th. A
skein of 60 Pink-footed Geese over Skelton on
13th were the first to be reported this autumn.
This species is a much more frequent visitor to
Cleveland in recent years and almost every
day large skeins were reported flying south. A
staggering 1,890 passed Hartlepool on 15th,
the largest single site count ever for this
species in Cleveland. Mid-month saw a
couple of Marsh Harriers around Dorman’s
Pool and at least 12 Little Egrets were roosting
in the Greatham Creek area. Up to 6 Ring-
necked Parakeets were also roosting at
Acklam Hall. Back at Hartlepool, single
Sabine’s Gulls flew past on 14th, 15th, 16th
and 18th and single Balearic Shearwaters
were also seen on 15th, 17th and 18th. A
Barnacle Goose was at Belasis Business Park
on 16th and 5 flew past Hartlepool the
following day. A Hobby flew past Hanging
Stone, Guisborough on 16th. A Lapland
Bunting showed well at Back Saltholme from
16th to 23rd and a Pectoral Sandpiper was on
Cowpen Marsh from 21st to 22nd, with a
second bird at Back Saltholme on 22nd.
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A single Little Stint and Curlew Sandpiper
were also present here. An  Osprey
frequented Saltburn Beck for a week from 20th
but unfortunately had to be taken into care.
Arguably one of the birds of the year, a
stunning Buff-breasted Sandpiper gave superb
views at Seaton Carew Golf Course from 23rd
to 25th. A dowitcher species flew over here
on 25th but was not seen again. Long-billed
Dowitcher has yet to be recorded in
Cleveland. A Spoonbill was on Dorman’s Pool
the same day along with a near-adult
Glaucous Gull and yet another Sabine’s Gull
was off Hartlepool. On 26th, 147 Sooty, 38
Manx and 1 Balearic Shearwaters passed
Hartlepool, along with a Black-throated Diver
and 4 Scaup. A Grey Phalarope was off
South Gare the same day. Sea-watching over
the next 3 days was again productive, with 2
more Sabine’s Gulls, 3 Grey Phalaropes,
Leach’s Petrel, several Little Auks, Great
Northern Diver, 2 Long-tailed Skuas, Balearic
Shearwater and 53 Pale-bellied Brent Geese
among the highlights, along with a good
passage of ducks. The first fall of migrants of
the autumn took place on 29th. A Siberian
Stonechat was reported from Hummersea and
an obliging Red-breasted Flycatcher was at
Hartlepool, along with small numbers of
migrants, which included Redstart, Brambling
and Lesser Whitethroat.
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A Grey Phalarope was on the sea in Seaton
Channel and, nearby, 40 Brent Geese were on
the Power Station field, with another 8 on
Greatham Creek. A Lapland Bunting was
found near Brotton and 4 Little Auks were
offshore. Highlight of the day, however, was a
juvenile Gull-billed Tern, which flew north
close in at Hartlepool and was then seen past
the Jewish Cemetery 40 minutes later. Four
juvenile Sabine’'s Gulls, 3 elusive Grey
Phalaropes, 3 Long-tailed and 2 Pomarine
Skuas were also off Hartlepool on this date. A
Yellow-browed Warbler in Locke Park on 30th
was the first of the autumn. A possible
Whiskered Tern was at Back Saltholme late
that evening but the identification could not be
clinched in fading light. Unfortunately the bird
was not present at dawn the following day.
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A Yellow-browed Warbler was at Skelton
Castle on 1st and an unidentified “Lesser
Golden Plover” that flew over Haverton Hole,
accompanied by 2 Golden Plovers, could not
be relocated. Another  Buff-breasted
Sandpiper was on Back Saltholme briefly on
2nd and 6th. Two Little Stints was a good
record from Scaling Dam on 2nd and a Black
Redstart was on the sea defences at
Skinningrove on 3rd, along with 7 Stonechats.
A small fall of Yellow-browed Warblers
occurred from 4th to 9th, with up to 4 at
Hartlepool, 2 in Seaton Carew Cemetery and
Brotton and singles at the Zinc Works Road
bushes South Gare and Saltholme Pool.
Perhaps the most intriguing record of the
autumn was the adult Ross's Goose, which
flew into Back Saltholme on 6th, accompanied
by 80 Pink-footed Geese. The flock was
present for about 5 hours before flying off
southeast. Not officially on the British List,
Ross's Geese have been turning up with
increased regularity in recent years but some
doubts as to their origins must exist.
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A single Egyptian Goose accompanied up to
17 Barnacle Geese on Back Saltholme at this
time. Yet another Sabine’s Gull was off
Redcar on 6th and a Dotterel spent the same
day in a field at Boulby. Little Stint numbers
peaked at 7 around Saltholme early in the
month and both Spotted Redshank and
Greenshank were also in the area. A Barred
Warbler at Hummersea from 8th to 12th
proved very elusive. Few common migrants
were present in October in what proved to be
a well below average autumn for scarce or
even regular migrant passerines. A Ring
Ouzel was at South Gare on 10th and a
Firecrest was at Brotton on 13th. Good
numbers of winter thrushes arrived on this
date with 1,000 Redwings, 500 Blackbirds and
250 Fieldfares at Hummersea alone, along
with a Ring Ouzel, a Snow Bunting and 8
Bramblings. An adult summer-plumaged
White-billed Diver was reported on the pagers
flying south at Whitburn on 13th and duly
arrived at Hartlepool some 40 minutes later,
giving stunning views as it passed just over
the railings to the eagerly anticipating crowd
that had gathered. Twelve Velvet and 335
Common Scoters were also off Hartlepool on
the same date. A Black Redstart and a
Garden Warbler were at Hartlepool on 14th
and 5 Little Auks and 4 Whooper Swans
passed here on 20th. A Hooded Crow was a
good find on the beach at South Gare on 21st.



A juvenile Rough-legged Buzzard was
photographed at Hunt CIiff, Saltburn on 22nd
and, nearby, a Richard’s Pipit was at Brotton
the same day until 23rd. Five Whooper
Swans were at Bowesfield Marsh on 23rd,
along with 1,450 Golden Plover. Good
numbers of Brent Geese were around Seaton
Snook late in the month, plus 8 Arctic Terns.
Several Sandwich Terns were also reported
from the coast at this time. Are these late
dates a result of climate change? A flock of
Twite commuted between Grenabella Marsh
and Seaton Snook, with up to 57 birds
involved. A Red-necked Grebe was off South
Gare from 26th to 28th and several small
parties of Whooper Swans were seen during
the last week of the month.
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(the number of observers has more than
doubled in the last 2 years). He has forged
good links with the Durham Bird Club and
helped to organise joint projects, such as
‘Migration ~ Watch’ and the reciprocal
submission of records. Under his
Chairmanship of the Records Sub Committee,
the ‘Cleveland Bird Report’ has improved still
further and is now more professional and
informative than ever as a result of changes to
the binding, allowing more pages to be
included. He has giving unstinting support to
me, as Chairman and he will certainly be a
very hard act to follow. Richard has assured
me that, despite his resignation, he will
continue to support the Club in every way he
can.

The search is now on for a new Recorder and
an announcement will be made in due course
once an appointment has been made by the
Committee. In the meantime, Richard has
agreed to receive all record submissions for
2007 until a new Recorder is in post.

R

Two new Club posters have been designed by
the Marketing and Membership Sub
Committee, each of which has a different
purpose, and these are to be used promote
the Club more widely. A simple one has
been designed by Eric James and will be used
to target places such as visitor centres and
public libraries. The second poster will be
used when seeking sponsorship or promoting
the Club to specific organisations, as it
contains a greater amount of information.
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It is with great reluctance and sadness that the
Committee has accepted the resignation of
Richard Taylor as the County Recorder for
Cleveland. He has also resigned from the
Records Sub Committee, both resignations
being for personal reasons. To say that he will
be sorely missed both by the Club in general
and those who worked directly with him is an
understatement.  Not only is Richard an
outstanding birder but also, through his
pleasant and friendly manner, he has
encouraged more people that ever before to
submit records for the ‘Cleveland Bird Report’
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The new car stickers have now been produced
and every member should have one. If not,
please contact Chris Sharp. Please use
these, as they not only help to promote the
image of the Club but also assist with security
on private sites to which we have access,
including Dormans Pool, the Reclamation
Pond and areas around Hartlepool Power
Station.

As requested on previous occasions,
members should carry their membership card
with them when on private land, as this acts as
a ‘pass’. The Civil Nuclear Constabulary is
particularly active around the Power Station,
due to potential terrorist threats. Would
members please respect the right of the police
to request evidence of membership: they have
a job to do in policing sites from the threat of
terrorism.
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The feedback we have received from
members on the new venue at Stockton
Library has been very positive and at our
September meeting, attendance hit 70 for the
first time (this was the target in our Five-Year
Plan) and we hope this will be maintained in
the future. At all future meetings, tea and
coffee will be served free of charge from 7.00
p.m.
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Members are requested to put all significant
sightings onto the Pager Services, as follows:

Rare Bird Alert 02070 382820
Birdnet 01623 511679

Please submit your sightings directly onto the
TBC’s Website via the ‘Members’ Sightings’
section.
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We are currently finalising the details with
ARCO of Stockton to offer a 20% discount to
TBC members on a wide range of outdoor
clothing and footwear, on production of a valid
membership card.  This will include top
ranges, such as Berghaus and Sprayway.
Further details will appear in our next
Newsletter and on our website.

Through ARCO, we are also looking to offer
members polo shirts, fleeces and jackets
incorporating the TBC logo. Samples will be
available for inspection at a future members’
evening. Such garments will not only keep
members warm but also promote a corporate
image. Julie Mason has kindly offered to
manage orders for these on behalf of the Club.

We are extremely grateful to one of our
members, Simon Lunt, who works for ARCO,
for broaching these offers to us.
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The TBC was, until recently, the only major
nature conservation body in Cleveland that
wasn't a member of the Industry Nature
Conservation  Association  (INCA) and,
following an invitation from INCA’s Chairman,
John Mann, the Committee unanimously
decided to join. Membership will give the
Club many benefits, including:

access to the business sector;

access to sites of other corporate
members for local or national bird surveys;
opportunities for networking, and

early consultation on major planned
developments and initiatives within the
Tees Valley.

INCA has already assisted us significantly
during the past year with putting together a
successful funding application for Landfill Tax
Credit funding for the Dormans Pool Habitat
Management Study and could offer similar
help in the future. Our membership of INCA is
cost neutral.

Ted Parker

decades, although we reserved the right to
comment on the local siting of such
developments in our region. The discussion
was wide-ranging, covering the obvious
dimensions of safety of operation, the “carbon
dioxideless* nature of the generated power,
the nation mix of different energy generation
sources and the old chestnut — waste
disposal. | gave the meeting the benefit of my
personal opinion on behalf of the Club on a
variety of issues.

If members want to read more, or express
your personal opinion, see the Government
website at
www.direct.gov.uk/nuclearpower2007.

Ali McLee
T G
2" 1

'$TO0"HS-)S #
) #S #")
"# -3

The Club was invited as a “stakeholder group”
to attend a seminar and consultation process
run by the Department of Trade and Industry
at the nuclear power station at Hartlepool. A
few years ago Greenpeace successfully
challenged, through the High Court, the
thoroughness of the Government's public
consultancy exercise on the future of the role
of nuclear energy in the UK. The Government
were told to do it again and properly this time.
The outcome was a more incisive and overt
consultation programme to elicit responses
from groups and individual members of the
public. The seminar at the power station was
one of many taking place nation-wide.

| pointed out to the meeting that it was not
within the TBC's Articles of Association to
have, or express, a view on the justification of
having new nuclear power stations in future

-7-

In September, the Club was invited to attend a
seminar hosted by Middlesbrough'’s Director of
the Environment. There was an eclectic mix
of groups attending, ranging from ourselves,
INCA, Tees Valley Wildlife Trust, walkers’
groups, Friends of Fairy Dell, etc. The
discussion was equally diverse in its range of
topics and definitions of the Borough's
countryside; its use and appreciation; what is
unsatisfactory and how such problems might
be best addressed; and how it all fits into
future structure plans and sustainability
objectives for the Borough. The seminar's
views, findings and future action plans will be
summarised and published to attendees later
this year and there will be a follow-up seminar
in March 2008. | shall be reporting back on
this in due course.

There are several benefits to the Club in
attending these types of sessions. One is to
get our organisation better known, attract new
members, facilitate networking opportunities
with other bodies and become established as
an organisation to be added to lists of
consultees on future planning matters which
affect birds and birding in our area.

Ali McLee
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| represented the TBC at a meeting of this
group on 18th September 2007. The group is
one of eight partnerships within the Hartlepool
community reporting to the Hartlepool
Partnership Board; the board having been set
up to provide strategic direction for the
Hartlepool Borough Council.




The meeting was chaired by Steve Ashton
(TVWT) and those present included Bob Pailor
(Environmental Agency), Helen Beaman, lan
Bond, Steve Cooper (all Hartlepool Borough
Council), Russell McAndrew (Hartlepool
Natural History Society), Carl Watts (Natural
England), Debbie Scott (Tees Forest) and
Robert Woods (INCA). HNEG aims to
demonstrate how these groups work together
to protect and enhance biodiversity and
people’s access to and understanding of it.
The main aspect of this is the successful
implementation of actions from the Tees
Valley Biodiversity Action Plan that are
relevant to Hartlepool. The Group would also
like to develop a wider remit and advise and
comment on various issues related to the
natural environment in Hartlepool. With the
group in its infancy and with several new
members present for the first time, the
meeting served as a means of exchange of
information between the relevant member
groups.

If any members of the Club have any
suggestions or ideas that would help to
promote or improve habitat for wildlife in the
unitary authority of Hartlepool would they
kindly email me at: dek.clayton@ntlworld.com
for discussion at future meetings.

Derek Clayton

NOTE: The Chairman would like to extend his
thanks to all those who give up their valuable
time to attend functions such as these on the
Club’s behalf. This undoubtedly raises our
profile and increases the opportunities for us
to become more involved in environmental
planning in our area.

)

We would like to apologise for the recent
‘collapse’ of our Website, which | know caused
a lot of inconvenience to our members. This
was due entirely to circumstances beyond our
control as Microsoft released a important
security patch which was applied to the server
that hosts our website. Unfortunately this
caused a problem with the very old code the
website was written in and it was not possible
to correct the error.

We are extremely grateful to the huge amount
of time and effort put in by Jamie Duffie over
the past months in retrieving lost information
and for restoring the Website as close as
possible to its original state.

Ted Parker
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Work is proceeding on the production of the
first draft of the Atlas. Most of the species
accounts have now been received from the
authors and the Atlas Project Team has been
impressed by the high quality of these. The
process of editing the accounts has begun.

Most of the sketches have been completed
and these are nothing short of superb. We are
indebted the sheer hard work of the artists.
Additional photographs are being assembled.
Formatting of the species accounts has
commenced and sample page layouts
showing maps, text and illustrations together
will be discussed at the next meeting of the
Atlas Project Team at the end of November.
Sample artwork for the cover will also be
considered. Work on the introductory chapters
and the Appendix is also well advanced.

The response from corporate sponsors has
been excellent and current major sponsors
include Hartlepool, Stockton-on-Tees,
Middlesbrough and Redcar and Cleveland
Borough Councils, Natural England, RSPB,
North York Moors National Park, Tees Valley
Wildlife Trust, PD Teesport, Huntsman
Tioxide, Teesside Environmental Trust,
nPower Renewables, Northumbrian Water and
Vireol plc. There are also many other
organisations that have given us smaller
sums, for which we are also very grateful. In
addition, the “Sponsor a Species” appeal has
been generously fully subscribed by our
members, raising £3,200 alone.

Vic Fairbrother
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Bird Atlas 2007-11 aims to produce maps of
distribution and relative abundance for all bird
species breeding and wintering in Britain and
Ireland. It will enable assessment of changes
in bird distribution since the previous breeding
atlases in 1970 and 1990 and since the last
winter atlas of the early 1980’s. Fieldwork will
span four winters and four breeding seasons,
starting on 1st November 2007, during which
the whole of Britain and Ireland will be
cumulatively surveyed. To fulfil these
objectives there are two core methods.




Roving Records - For distribution maps
to be comprehensive, we need complete
species lists for every 10km square for the
breeding season and for winter. Roving
Records are a means of submitting lists for
grid squares, one off records of hard to
find species, and anything in between.
They are also a means of accumulating
evidence of breeding and for providing
records of nocturnal species. Everyone
can take part by supplying Roving
Records.

Timed Tetrad Visits - These are
principally concerned with discovering the
broad patterns of relative abundance by
counting birds for fixed periods in tetrads
(2km x 2km squares). These visits do not
aim to produce a complete species list for
the tetrad but a sample of what one can
find during two visits in winter and two
visits in the breeding season. Timed visits
can be for one hour or for two hours. The
aim is to cover at least eight tetrads in
each 10km square.
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Anyone and everyone can take part by
completing Roving Record forms. These are
available from Regional Representative Vic.
Fairbrother, (01287 633744), from BTO HQ or
can be printed off directly from the website
(www.birdatlas.net). Locally we need to
produce the records that will give complete
species lists for each of the ten 10km squares
that feature Cleveland. In addition, we need to
make Timed Tetrad Visits to a minimum of
eight tetrads in each 10km square. Records
can be submitted on paper or on-line

If you would like to take on one or more local
tetrads for Timed Tetrad Visits or require more
information please contact Vic Fairbrother or
visit the website.

Vic Fairbrother
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We are delighted to announce that following
an extraordinarily generous donation from one
of our Club members, we have been able to
secure £18,500 for this study from the Impetus
Trust, through Landfill Tax Credit Funding.
Under the funding regulations, we had to find
a 10% (£2,000) contribution from a third party
before the payment could be transferred. |
would like to extend our sincere thanks to the
donor, without whose assistance this funding
would have been far more difficult to procure.
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The main aim of the project is to gather data at
Dormans Pool on the status of existing
breeding species targeted in the ‘Tees Valley
Biodiversity Action Plan’ and nationally scarce
breeding birds that may be attracted to the site
through appropriate future management. The
output will be a Draft Management Plan to
inform future conservation decisions and
management projects for the preservation and
enhancement of habitats at this important site.
It is anticipated that the project will take up to
a year to complete.

DORMANS POOL IN 1969

Work on the project started in earnest during
the spring to assess the breeding bird
populations and their habitat preferences. A
separate breeding bird survey has been
undertaken this summer by Thor
Cogeneration’s environmental consultants and
the company has kindly provided a copy of
this, which will help inform our own study.

As requested in the last Newsletter, could any
members who have breeding records for
Dormans Pool during the 2007 breeding
season please send these to Ted Parker as
soon as possible. We are interested in all
species.
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Join Dave Braithwaite for a chance to see the
major developments that have taken place
here in the past few months and find out what
are still to come. Meet at 9.30 a.m. at the site
of the new Visitors Centre.
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Join Chris Sharp for a walk around the
harbour area and to Parton Rocks. Good
views of waders, including Purple Sandpiper,
should be had along with a selection of sea
ducks. Meet at 9.30 a.m. at the lighthouse by
the Heugh Gun Battery. Ring 01429 865163
for more details.
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Join Julie Mason for a chance to look over
Seal Sands from the Power Station hide. A
good selection of waders should be present
and hopefully divers, grebes and sea duck.
Meet at Teesmouth Field Centre at 9.30 a.m.
For more details ring 01642 614583.

If anyone is prepared to lead a local outing to
a favourite birding location please contact
Chris Sharp on 01429 865163 or e-mail him
on chrisandlucia@ntlworld.com
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Ten members joined me on my monthly Webs
count in the Greatham Creek area. A Curlew
Sandpiper showed well on the Tidal Pool
amongst a large flock of Dunlin. We then
walked up Greatham Creek to view the
brinefields. More common passage waders
were observed here. It was at this point that
the heavens opened. We then walked up the
west side of Greatham Creek but by this time
only one brave soul remained (well done
Daphne!). We were rewarded with Whimbrel,
Black-tailed Godwit and Little Egret. By the
time we reached Greenabella Marsh the sun
was shining and 6 Ruffs, Common Sandpiper,
Greenshank and Little Ringed Plover were all
seen. Webs counts are done monthly at high
tide. Unfortunately the weather can never be
guaranteed but there is usually something of
interest to be seen.
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The seven participants had reasonable

weather for birding but it was not conducive for
passerine  migrants, although numerous
Starlings, Pied Wagtails and pipits had joined
the Turnstones, Ringed Plovers, Dunlins and
Sanderlings foraging among the seaweed
deposits. At the water’'s edge were the usual
Redshanks, Curlews and Bar-tailed Godwits.
We were alerted to the presence of a
Whimbrel, followed by the arrival of 7 more.
We were not the only observers of these: high
up on the mast by the lighthouse was a falcon,
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presumably a Peregrine. It had a dark head,
with white cheeks and nape patches but
seemed small and skinny for a Peregrine.
Wisely, no other birds came near it and, as it
didn’t fly, we found it difficult to assess its size
to confirm its identity. On the sea, Red-
throated Divers, Eiders, Guillemots, Shags
and Cormorants were easily identified.
Common Gulls and terns were also plentiful
but only 2 skuas, both Arctic, were present to
harass them. In total, 44 species were
identified.
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On Saturday 13th October between 15 and 20
birders came to Hartlepool Headland to watch
bird ringing at this popular migration point. It
had been a very poor autumn for passerine
migration and the previous day had seen a
catch of only 1 bird, a retrapped Wren!
Needless to say we were worried that we
might catch nothing at all! Saturday dawned
mild and calm, perfect conditions for ringing.
Fortunately a few migrants had stopped off
overnight and continued to arrive during the
morning, which ended with us having caught a
total of 23 birds. People seemed very pleased
with the views that they had of birds in the
hand and were also very interested in the mist
netting and ringing procedure. Singles were
caught of Dunnock, Chaffinch, Blackcap, Blue
Tit and Redwing, along with 2 Greenfinches, 4
Song Thrushes and several Blackbirds. Some
people even managed to leave the ringing
briefly to go and see a White-billed Diver pass
the Headland. All in all a good morning, which
could have been better, but could have much
worse!

5
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In this feature, Denis Summers-Smith reports
on some unusual sparrows that visited his
garden and speculates on their origins and
identities

In May 2006, | had a male sparrow visiting my
garden in Guisborough. In this bird the bib
was much larger than normal, extending to the
sides of the chest, so that it disappeared
under the folded wing and was squared off,
not rounded, at the bottom. In other respects,




it did not differ from a normal male House
Sparrow and had a black bill, showing that it
was in breeding condition.

In July and August 2007, two other
abnormally-plumaged birds were seen. In one,
the bib was again very large, breaking up into
black streaks at the bottom. In the other, not
only was the bib large but it extended as black
streaks down the flanks; this bird had a much
reduced grey crown mottled with dark streaks;
not only was the grey narrower than in a
normal House Sparrow but it did not extend
down the nape. Further, the black and
chestnut streaking on the upper back was very
contrasty. The cheeks were strikingly white
and the white wing bar very conspicuous.
This latter individual was seen feeding a wing-
shivering juvenile. In both these birds the bills
were already turning from black to horn-
coloured at the beginning of August, as were
the bills in normal males that were seen
feeding wing-shivering young at the same
time.

These abnormal plumage features are
characteristics of Spanish Sparrows, the birds
recalling hybrid House x Spanish Sparrows
that | have seen in Tunisia and the Balkans.
This raises the question whether the
abnormally-plumaged birds could have been
the offspring of a female Spanish Sparrow
that, unable to find a mate of its own species,
had bred with a male House Sparrow.
Judging by the hybrids | have seen in Tunisia,
such birds are not only viable but also
apparently fertile.

There have been 14 sight records of Spanish
Sparrows in northern Europe since the 1960s.
Unsurprisingly, all of these have been males —
the females are virtually identical to female
House Sparrows and would be easily
overlooked in the field. These occurrences
have covered the months from May to
December, with no fewer than 7 in the 1990s
and already 3 this century, suggesting a
possible increase in frequency of occurrence.

A male was present at Waterside, Cumbria,
from 14th September 1996 to 12th December
1998; however, despite displaying regularly, it
failed to attract a mate. Could it be a
consequence of climate change that some
Spanish Sparrows, including females that
would not attract attention, are now staying in
the UK? In 1994, Luc Schifferli sent me a
photograph of an adult male sparrow with a
completely black bill taken at Boddam,
Shetland, in August of that year. At the time |
failed to make an identification, but with more
recent experience | now believe it was a
hybrid House x Spanish Sparrow
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It may not be without relevance that | judged,
on basis of photographs, two male sparrows
that were present in a garden in Skipsea,
South Yorkshire, in May 2006 to be hybrid
Spanish x Tree Sparrows; both were adults in
breeding condition with black bills. Finally, a
similar bird that | identified as a hybrid Spanish
x Tree Sparrow was present in Cleasby, Co.
Durham, in May of this year. This bird was
associating with a small party of Tree
Sparrows. It was not only more robust in
appearance, but could be distinguished by its
deeper call. Hybrid Spanish x Tree Sparrows,
although less common than hybrid House x
Spanish Sparrows, are known; for example,
several, including juveniles still being fed by
their parents, have been recorded on the
Maltese Islands, where both of the parent
species occur, though Tree Sparrows are
much less common. These Sparrow hybrids
occur where at least one of the parent species
is uncommon and has presumably had
difficulty in finding a mate of its own species.

| am grateful to Peter Swallow for sending me
the photographs of the Skipsea birds and to
Mark Rayment for showing me the Cleasby
bird.

*The title is in Spanish in case there are any
Spanish Sparrows around — | am assuming
that as recent arrivals they would not be fluent
in English. For those not fluent in Spanish, the
title reads “Are there now Spanish Sparrows in
Great Britain?”

Denis Summers-Smith



In this feature, Ted Parker talked to Mike
Corner about the origins of his birding life and
some of the high and low spots he has
encountered. Mike is a well-known local birder
and long-standing member of the Teesmouth
Bird Club. He has travelled widely in pursuit of
his hobby, which has resulted in some
pleasant and not-so-pleasant experiences!

Anyone who visits the main Cleveland birding
sites regularly will have come across Mike at
some time or other. Renowned for his
amazing sense of humour, he will liven up any
conversation, particularly during quiet birding
periods. He was born in Great Ayton in March
1962, when it was still just a small rural village
(I actually went to primary school here in the
1950s and remember it well). He then moved
with his family to the attractive moorland
vilage of Commondale but then returned to
Great Ayton in June 2006, where he still lives
today. He is a Pay Clerk for the South Tees
NHS Trust, based at James Cook University
Hospital.

According to his notebook, Mike's interest in
birds started in September 1973 and has
never waned during the subsequent 24 years
he has been active. Indeed, he has travelled
widely, having made trips to South Africa,
Canada, USA (Florida), China, Turkey, Israel,
Canary Islands, Sweden, Cyprus, Fair Isle, the
Isles of Scilly, Finland, Nepal, Trinidad, Poland
and many other parts of Europe. In his earlier
days, he did stints of volunteer wardening at
Loch Garten and Minsmere. His Cleveland
List stands at a very creditable 319, while his
Life and World Lists are impressive: 450 and
1,232 respectively, reflecting the extent to
which birding has been a major part of his life.

Mike’s local patch has varied over the years.
It used to be South Gare but he now spends a
lot of his time birding the northern edge of the
North  Yorks Moors, particularly around
Sleddale and Scaling Dam, though he does
make frequent forays to other parts of
Cleveland. His favourite alternative birding
sites include Hartlepool Headland, for its sea
watching and migrant hotspots and, of course,
the good banter that pervades many a long
sea watch, during which Mike is usually at the
forefront!
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MIKE AT POINT PELEE, CANADA

His optics are 8 x 42 Bosch and Lomb ‘Elite’
binoculars and his ‘scope is a Kowa with a 30x
wide angle lens. Among Mike’s favourite bird
books are the

/ by Harris, Tucker and
0 which he likes for its simple-to-use,
concise text in helping to separate similar
species, both common and uncommon,
coupled with its excellent illustrations. He also
rates very highly the Collins ‘Bird Guide’, by
Mullarney, Svensson, Zetterstrom and Grant,
due to quality of the illustrations, which he
considers are outstanding. When not out
birding, Mike likes watching cricket and
reading novels. He acknowledges that these
are passive hobbies but his disability prevents
him from undertaking any active sports. He is
also interested in butterflies and dragonflies.

The most impressive birding site Mike has
visited is Dermikazik in Turkey, where the
stunning mountain scenery coupled with high
quality birds left a lasting impression on him.
Against an atmospheric backdrop of high,
snow-capped mountains and a stunning
sunrise, it was possible to watch Wallcreeper,
Radde’s Accentor, Crimson-winged Finch,
Snowfinch and Caspian Snowcock all within a
short space of time. His best day’s birding in
Cleveland was on 31st August 1982, when a
routine visit to Teesmouth brought him a Long-
toed Stint for Britain on Back Saltholme — an
event that many long-standing local birders
will remember well. Mike wasn't even aware



that the bird was present and, having been
dropped off by his father at Saltholme, he
noticed a large number of birders watching
something and naturally went to find out what
it was and the rest, as they say, is history.
Further afield, witnessing a huge fall of
migrants at Point Pelee, Canada, in spring
1998 is also engrained in his memory. Among
Mike’s best personal finds are an American
Wigeon at South Gare, 2 Pallas’s Warblers
(one at Hartlepool Headland and another at
South Gare), several Rough-legged Buzzards
at Sleddale and an Icterine Warbler (also at
South Gare). He also found a Rustic Bunting
during a visit to Fair Isle in September 1987.
When asked about his biggest birding
disappointments, Mike insists that he never
gets upset about anything, including missing a
rare bird, though he admits that he was a little
disappointed at missing 2 passing Little
Shearwaters at Hartlepool on 24th September
1984, despite being in the Observatory at the
time they were being watched by others. He
has also ‘dipped’ in recent years on Belted
Kingfisher in Scotland and Pacific Swift in
Norfolk. Mike's most memorable bird was a
Wallcreeper, which he watched bathing in a
stream in Nepal in February 1997. He said
this was “a particularly beautiful bird” and the
views were stunning. His ambition bird is
Lammergeier, which he has still yet to see
despite his extensive travels.

When quizzed about his most embarrassing
moments, Mike said there have been many
but several stick in his mind. One was getting

completely stuck in an acacia bush in Israel
and having to be rescued by Colin Dodsworth;
another was being saved by the nationally
famous birder, Lee Evans, from falling over a
sheer cliff at South Stack, Anglesey, after
trudging back from seeing a Gyr Falcon. I'm
sure that Don Page and his brother, Ken, will
also remember Mike’'s famous ‘Morris Dance’
in the middle of a dark forest, when, in his
unique style, he tottered about waving a white
tissue in each hand in an attempt to attract
Nightjars! | am assured that this was very
successful but | doubt whether Mike will be
auditioning for ‘Strictly Come Dancing’.

Foremost among the changes that Mike would
most like to see in the future is a halt to the
“concreting over of gardens”, which is
significantly reducing the amount of habitat for
our garden birds, and better facilites and
opportunities for disabled birders, including
access to sites and foreign holidays. He
would also like to see hedgerows and
woodlands increased and a greater level of
conservation in our area, which has suffered
so much in recent years from the adverse
environmental impacts of insensitive
development. On a more positive note, Mike
is pleased with the marked improvements
made to the Teesmouth Bird Club in recent
years and thinks it is “doing fine”. He feels
that the Club is fighting well for the
conservation of sites, particularly around the
North Tees Marshes.

Ted Parker
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In this feature, Eric James reviews this rapidly emerging but less well-known site on the banks of the River Tees
at Stockton.

Background

Bowesfield is upstream of Stockton and the parts attractive to birds consist of the areas of low-lying
land within two loops of the River Tees.

The section in the loop closer to Stockton was used for growing crops until 1994. After this, the
ground became excessively wet because of the permanently high water level maintained by the Tees
Barrage. It is now being transformed into a nature reserve, while the higher land away from the river
has been used for housing and a business park. The work involved in creating the reserve has
included the digging of a series of scrapes and pools of different depths and the planting of reeds and
appropriate species of shrubs and trees. A mowing regime on part of the grassland is intended to
create a meadow-like structure. The reserve is run by the Tees Valley Wildlife Trust (TVWT), who
have erected interpretation boards.

The marsh area in the next loop of the river has not been deliberately developed and looks more
natural. There is a large central pool and the surrounding vegetation is a mixture of cropped grass,
herbaceous plants and scattered bushes and trees.

Access

Access is from the main Stockton to Ingleby Barwick road, which runs along the west side of
Bowesfield. If coming from Stockton, turn left at the second roundabout; from Ingleby Barwick, this is
the one after the bridge over the river. It is also possible to approach from the A135 along Concorde
Way, which runs through the Preston Park Industrial Estate. The road down to the reserve turns left
at the Archers Law building and (at the time of writing) ends there. Parking is available on rough
ground on the right. There will be a proper car park here eventually.

LOCATION OF BOWESFIELD MARSH GENERAL SITE PLAN

If you're more energetic, you can walk along the riverside path from Stockton. There is also a
walkway/cycle track on the west side of the road from Stockton and this leads to the south end of the
Bowesfield area.

Access to the TVWT reserve is easy, as there are tracks around the pools. The scrape can be more
difficult to observe when the vegetation grows but it is possible to see it from sections of the path
along the river. Following this path upstream takes you to the marsh. You can approach the pool for
good views of the water and any muddy edges, though you might have to find a place where you're
not looking into the sun. Don't try to get too close — the birds can be flighty!
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VIEWS OF BOWESFIELD MARSH Images by Eric James
Birds

The most obvious feature of the birdlife is the large winter flock of Golden Plover and Lapwing that
can build up on the marsh. | have had a maximum count of over 2,000 Golden Plovers but this sort of
number can’t be guaranteed as the birds are mobile and move between different roosting sites.

The marsh can also attract reasonable numbers of Ruff and Black-tailed Godwit and there are several
records, in the appropriate seasons, of Little Ringed Plover and Jack Snipe. Common Snipe on one
occasion reached 110 birds. Passage waders are represented by stints (including Temminck’s),
Curlew Sandpiper (with a recent peak of 9 juveniles), Pectoral Sandpiper, the usual ‘shanks’ and
Green and Wood Sandpipers. There’s also the odd Turnstone.

The deeper water of the new pools attracts diving ducks, while the marsh is good for the dabblers,
principally Wigeon, Teal and Shoveler. Pintail are reported most years and Garganey are becoming
more frequent. Geese have not used the site much until recently, when flocks of up to 500 Canada
Geese have roosted. A Barnacle Goose was sometimes seen with them. Swan sightings include
Whoopers, as well as the usual Mutes. Rails have included Water Rail, as well as their terrestrial
relative, Corncrake. The less usual gull species include Little, Yellow-legged and Glaucous.

Raptors have not been reported very often but Marsh Harrier has been seen and Long-eared Owl has
over-wintered once. As the new reserve is providing habitat for dragonflies, then Hobby might be a
possibility.

The typical passerines are wetland species, such as wagtails (mostly Pied, but Yellow has been
seen) and Grasshopper, Sedge and Reed Warblers. The vegetation around the marsh, however,
appeals to Stonechats. The same area was used by a Great Grey Shrike, which was present at the
end of October 2006. Carrion Crows are keen on the marsh, with up to 229 recorded at a pre-roost
gatherings in October and November 2006. The reed beds of the new reserve are used by Starlings
for roosting (2,600 birds counted on 6th November 2007).

Bowesfield has been somewhat neglected in the past and records in the annual reports are rather
patchy. With all the recent landscape changes — and with more coverage — who knows what might
turn up?
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- #-$ # &"' Overall coverage was perfect, with all 78
4< 4 4 sector counts undertaken.
Little Grebe 11 23 41
25 25 46 The spring brought new seasonal WeBS
71 36 77 records for Mute Swan (88, June), Gadwall
15 15 38 (197, June), Pophard (205, June) an.d Tufted
104 476 492 Duck (244, April). All of these species have
== benefited to varying degrees from the inclusion
261: ” 2570 of the RSPB Saltholme Reserve within the
# 255 4 6, Tees WeBS site. The Mallard peak (280, April)
48; 274 4.8 was the best spring total since 1994, while
3; 26 34 conversely that of Cormorant (77, June) was
+ 81 46 23 the lowest since 1998. There is a definite
# ! 466 294 265 sense that Cormorant numbers on the Tees
( 43 21 68 have now stabilized after a long period of
914 664 945 sustained increase. The spring Ringed Plover
% i 663 311 peak (125, May) was again very poor,
& + 64 243 17 equal_llng last year’'s d|smal_ showmg and jointly
+ 61 ; : constituting the worst figure since 1994.
; : 5 ) Similarly, the_Grey Plover maximum (2, April)
. 457 274 4‘13 was, along with that of 1999, the lowest ever.
—— The Lapwing peak (257, April) showed
464 6 4 remarkable consistency; over the last five
225 49 21 years this figure has varied between 229 and
+ ; ; ; 284 birds, with a mean of 256. Habitat
! 33 13 7 improvements and the inclusion of the RSPB’s
& 2 ; ; Saltholme Reserve since 2006 might have
4, 9 2 been expected to result in a significant
< 48 ; 1 increase in numbers, but this does not appear
< 16 4 : to be the case.
379 215 47 - .
& 7.7 47 54 The traditional May Sanderling passage was
# 233 66 22 undetected by WeBS this year, if indeed it took
7 g 58 22 place at all; the seasonal maximum (119,
2 - 21 927 April) was thg lowest ever recorded. Over
- : ! === 1,000 Sanderlings were seen as recently as
# ' a4 28 May 1998. For the first time ever, no Purple
Sandpipers were recorded by WeBS in spring.
4;7 = In contrast to its congeners, Dunlin (305, May)
returned its second highest spring peak in the
! >3;? last ten years. Curlew (576, April) provided
the second highest spring total on record,
while for Redshank (707, April) this was the
! worst spring peak since 1998. Common Tern
(617, June) set a new seasonal WeBS record.
# ! $ &+ Following this series of counts, the site
& supports no species of national importance in
spring.
MIKE LEAKEY
* % @ <# -
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Coverage was excellent, with all but one of
SPECIES & 6 #= Sept Oct 104 potential sector counts undertaken
4< 4 9th 7th over the four months.
* 16 44 Mo 38: This was another season of relatively low
41 7 25 3 cormorant numbers, and the autumn
ranked no better than average for most
27p: 135 178 | _ 298: duck species. The Wigeon peak (883,
$ 15 6; 67 18 October) was rather low, perhaps reflecting
72 95 54 74 the relatively early October count date,
/5 37 246 485 while the Ruddy Duck figures (13,
- 1 2 24; 81 September) bear witness to the success of
66 244: 46 _ 4;7: recent culling operations; 111 were
# 1 418 89 915 recorded in autumn 2006. The Coot
499 631 675 189 maximum (1147, August) was rather
+ ; : 9 12 disappointing by recent standards.
P8 88: 27 = 2,2:
+ 37 __ 36 37 1 Among the waders, Oystercatcher (1968,
# ! 22, 28] 464 84 September), Grey Plover (140, October),
& ! 2 2p 2L ; Snipe (99, October) and Whimbrel (29,
835 p267 : | 2,93 932 August) produced their best WeBS
% 298 871 2598 2711 | seasonal maxima since 2000, 1993, 2000
& + 64 86 86 9; and 1998 respectively. On the negative
+ 2 ; 8 273 ___ | side, Dunlin (291, August) and Turnstone
+ ; ; 6 26 (191, October) plummeted to record lows,
* 2,2 96: 924 2468 and not a single Purple Sandpiper was
12 95 414 65 recorded by WeBS in the entire autumn!
2, 8l 238 229 Other poor seasonal peaks came from the
* ; ; 2 1 other plovers, Bar-tailed Godwit and
4 ; : : Curlew. This was also the worst autumn for
+ ; : : : Redshank (1383, October) for a decade,
! 414 452 463 265 | and tern numbers showed no sign of
& i 23 3 4 recovery.
7 62 88 55
< 8 41 28 18 | ___ | Following this series of counts, in autumn
< ? : 48 — 47 the Tees and Hartlepool Bay WeBS Site
- 4 4 ? : remains of national importance for Little
687 A69 B61 16; Grebe, Cormorant, Gadwall and Shoveler.
& 2 - ; ; 2_ The threshold of international importance
& 464 2427 943: 2181 - | for Redshank has recently been revised
8 5 = 7 1 upwards from 1300 to 2800, hence this
2 9 - ; : species is now only of national importance
3 9 - 2 ; on the Tees.
# 13 35 78 2652
# 452 618§ _ 433 3
# 456 45; 55 ;
) # ; ; ; ;
* o # 7 _ 7 ; ;
' ) AT =
! >3:?
" !
>> # / $ A &+ &
SOH B- * % @C
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