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The now annual Club walk to see the Nightjars proves 
ever more popular and this year a large throng 
of adults, children and animals gathered expectantly at 
Hutton Village on the evening of 7th June.  We took 
the long but less steep and more interesting route to 
the clearing, with a few woodland birds, such as 
Goldcrest, being heard on route. At a suitable 
checkpoint, a head count was attempted, I made it 45, 
plus 3 dogs, but no doubt in true birder one-
upmanship, someone will differ!  The pressure was on: 
would the Nightjars perform? 
 
Similar to last year, no sooner had we arrived than a 
sea fret began to descend, not too bad to stop us 
getting excellent views of roding Woodcocks, their odd 
calls keeping the kids entertained. At about 9:30pm, 
whilst still light, a Nightjar began to churr.  The trees in 
the young plantation are now quite high so viewing 
distances are limited but fortunately it was soon 
enticed out to see what all the fuss was about.  Its 
regular perch on dead pines was occupied all too 
briefly but it gave us a 360-degree fly-by, impressing 
both novices and old hands. � Having got great views 
before dark we made our way back and the search is 
now on for a 'new' site before this one gets too mature.  
There seem to be several possible new cleared sites in 
Guisborough Forest, and, with more clear-fell areas 

planned by the Forestry Commission, the future looks 
good for our Nightjars. 
 
Mark Askew 
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Ted Parker  talked to our Honorary Secretary, former 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and long-serving Committee 
member, Chris Sharp, about his birding life.  Chris has made 
a huge contribution to the Club’s activities over the years, 
often unnoticed behind the scenes, and chairs its Marketing 
and Membership Sub-Committee.   
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