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MONTHLY SUMMARIES 

Chris Sharp  summarises the Spring sightings which included 
some good birds in May. 

MARCH 2016 

 

Smew, Saltholme                                                 Ian Forrest  

 

Shore Lark, Spion Kop                                         Ian Watson  

Long staying birds at the beginning of the month 

included the redhead Smew at RSPB Saltholme, 

Green-winged Teal also at RSPB Saltholme, 
Glaucous Gull at Jacksonôs Landing and the two 

Shore Larks at Old Cemetery.  The two Penduline 
Tits were also still around RSPB Saltholme but 

often went several days at a time without being 

seen. 

The excellent winter for Great Northern Divers 

continued.  Single birds were off Redcar on 2nd 
and in Hartlepool harbour on the same date.  

 

 
 

Avocets taking off! 
(see page 22) 
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Water Pipit, Dormanôs Pool                                   Ian Forrest 

 

Green Sandpiper, Teesside Park                            Ian Forrest  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Black Redstart, Hartlepool Headland                 Martyn Sidwell  

 

Penduline Tit, Saltholme                                      John Baxter  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Several Water Pipits were around Dormanôs Pool 

early in the month but could often be elusive.  

Sadly the Glaucous Gull at Jacksonôs Landing was 

found dead on 4th.  Both Spotted Redshank and 
Greenshank were still present around Greenabella 

at this time.  Avocets began to arrive in numbers 
with 11 on Greenabella on 6th.  A Cettiôs Warbler 

was still at RSPB Saltholme on 7th but was not 
reported subsequently.  One or two Long-eared 

Owls continued to show well in the Haverton 

scrub. 

Three Great Northern Divers were off South Gare 
on 8th and were regularly reported from here for 

the rest of the month.  A Red -necked Grebe was 

also in Seaton Channel at this time.  The 
wintering Green Sandpiper continued to frequent 

the area behind Morrisons at Teesside Park. 

A Black Redstart was at Skinningrove on 11th.  

Eighteen Whooper Swans were at Scaling Dam on 
the same date.  At least 30 Whoopers passed 

Hartlepool on 12th.  A long staying Black Redstart 
was present here from 13th.  

A drake Scaup was on Saltholme Pools on 14th 
and two Long-tailed Ducks passed Hartlepool on 

16th.  It had been a poor winter for the latter 
species with no birds present for any length of 

time.  A Red-necked Grebe was at South Gare on 

17th.  Two Cranes were over nearby Bran Sands 
on the same date.  A Green-winged Teal at 

Scaling Dam on 18th was a different bird from the 

long staying Saltholme bird as this bird was still 
present. 

The two Penduline Tits finally settled down from 
19th in the small reed bed opposite the Fire 

Station Pool and showed well here until 28th.  

Two Ruffs were at RSPB Saltholme on 20th.  It 
had been a poor winter for this species.  

Summer visitors started appearing from 23rd with 
the first Sand Martins.  They were quickly 

followed by Little Ringed Plover and Swallow on 
25th and Sandwich Tern and Wheatear on 26th.  

A Red Kite was over Skelton on 25th with a Jack 

Snipe on Seaton Common on the same day.  
Thirty-one Whooper Swans were over RSPB 

Saltholme on 26th and another Red Kite was over 
Thornaby on 28th. 

It was to prove an excellent spring for Ospreys.  

The first were over RSPB Salthome on 29th and 
Scaling Dam on 30th.  A Great Skua was off 

Redcar on 30th and two Black Redstarts were at 
Boulby on this date. 
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APRIL 2016 

A Great White Egret on Seaton Common on 1st 

later moved on to Cowpen Marsh but was not 
seen subsequently.  A Slavonian Grebe was off 

Saltburn on 3rd.  An early Tree Pipit was at 

Hartlepool on 4th.  A Ring Ouzel was at 
Hummersea the following day and a Black 

Redstart at South Gare.  A Marsh Harrier flew 
through North Gare on 5th.  An early Common 

Tern was at Redcar on 5th and a Grasshopper 
Warbler was reeling at Bowesfield on 6th.  Both of 

these were the earliest ever to be recorded in 

Cleveland. 

The first Yellow Wagtail was at Haverton on 9th, 

on which date four White Wagtails were on 
Seaton Common and an Osprey was over Belasis.  

A pair of Garganeys was on Greatham Tank Farm 

on 10th.  Returning winter visitors on this date 
included 30 Whooper Swans over Long Newton 

Reservoir, 14 Pink-footed Geese on Saltholme 
Marsh and two Brent Geese on Seaton Snook. 

An early Redstart was at South Gare on 11th 

along with a Ring Ouzel.  Clevelandôs earliest ever 
Pied Flycatcher was present here the following 

day.  A Lesser Whitethroat was at Saltburn on this 
date and both Ring Ouzel and Brambling were 

amongst the migrants at Hartlepool.  

 

Slavonian Grebe, Saltholme                                  Ian Forrest  

 

Common Sandpiper, Scaling Dam                                   óMelô 

A fine summer-plumaged Slavonian Grebe was on 

the Allotment Pool on 13th.  A Little Gull was 

nearby on Saltholme Pools.  Common Sandpipers 
arrived en masse on 14th with singles at Scaling 

Dam, Hemlington Pond and Salterns.  Both Sedge 
and Reed Warblers were recorded over the next 

couple of days.  More unexpected was the Saviôs 

Warbler at Hummersea on 15th.  It sang and 
showed well to the finder but became more 

elusive as the day went on. 

Up to 24 White Wagtails were on Cowpen Marsh 
on 16th with a Red Kite near Hart on the same 

day.  An Osprey was over Greatham Creek on 
18th and five Ring Ouzels were at Hunley Hall.  A 

Marsh Harrier was nearby at Warsett Hill on 20th 

with another on Dormanôs Pool.  Up to three 
Great Northern Divers continued to be reported 

from South Gare at this time.  

More Ring Ouzels continued to be reported over 
the next few days and as usual the coastal strip 

near Hummersea saw the majority of birds with 
up to five reported.  A Whinchat was at Seaton 

Common on 21st and 19 Whimbrels were at 

Greatham Creek.  A Long-eared Owl was at 
Hummersea on 22nd.  The first Swift was over  

RSPB Saltholme on 23rd. 

 

Whimbrel, Cowpen Marsh                                     Ian Forrest  

 

Grasshopper Warbler, Dormanôs Pool                       Ray Scott 
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Whiskered Tern, Saltholme                                   Ian Forrest  

 

Citrine Wagtail, Seaton Common                          Ian Forrest 

 

Spoonbills, Saltholme                                           Ian Forrest  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

A late Whooper Swan was at South Gare on 26th 

and was presumably the bird seen on Cowpen 

Marsh the following day.  A Wood Warbler sang at 
Flatts Lane on 28th on which date 11 White 

Wagtails were at RSPB Saltholme.  Another 
Osprey was over Bowesfield on 29th. 

MAY 2016 

 

Marsh Harrier, Saltholme                                     John Baxter  

May 2016 proved to be an excellent month for 

birdwatching in Cleveland with several rare 
species recorded. 

The month began with an Iceland Gull on the 
beach at Redcar on 1st.  Two Marsh Harriers were 

touring the North Tees Marshes early in the 

month and a Hen Harrier flew through Dormanôs 
Pool on 2nd.  A scattering of migrants at the coast  

included Whinchat, Tree Pipit and Cuckoo. 

Scaling Dam was the place to be on 3rd with 

Osprey and both Marsh and Hen Harrier seen.  

Yet another Osprey was over Kirklevington on 
4th.  A Curlew Sandpiper was at RSPB Saltholme 

on 5th along with a Black Tern.  A Little Stint was 
present here on 7th.  No Temminckôs Stints were 

to be found this month in what proved a 
disappointing month for passage waders. 

The 8th proved to be a cracking day.  Migrants at 

the coast included Spotted Flycatcher, Garden 
Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat and Black Redstart.  

A Hen Harrier was over Greatham Creek and five 
Spoonbills were at RSPB Saltholme.  This latter 

site also saw up to 14 Black Terns and two 

Whiskered Terns.  The latter were only the third 
county record and they stayed for the next two 

weeks often to be seen from the cafe window.  

A Citrine Wagtail at Seaton Common on 10th was 

only the four th county record and the first adult 

to be seen.  A Pied Flycatcher was nearby and a 
Little Stint was at South Gare. 

The following day a Great Reed Warbler sang 
loudly at the Allotment Pool.  It was extremely 

elusive during its four day stay and most 

observers had to be content with just hearing the 

bird.  With the five Spoonbills, two Whiskered and 
several Black Terns still around, Saltholme 

certainly had a feeling of southern Europe about it 

at this time.  Pied Flycatchers increased to two on 
the Zinc Works Road, a Wood Sandpiper was 

nearby on Seaton Common and a Black Redstart 
was at Warsett Hill. 

A male Bluethroat was trapped at Hartlepool on 

13th.  It was still present the following day and 
proved very popular with the local photographers.  

Another Bluethroat was seen briefly at Boulby on 
this date.  A Grey-headed Wagtail was in the 

same location as the Citrine from 13th.  Although  


