Instructions for TBC 2012 House Martin Survey

The survey consists principally of locating and counting the House Martin nests in your chosen area.  Apart from the nests on the cliffs at Saltburn, they will be built under the eaves of houses, though it is always possible that they could be on structures such as bridges.  The nests themselves are the well-known mud cups with just a single access hole at the top.  Swallows, of course, also make mud nests but these are open cups near the top of a wall and are normally inside buildings.  Martins nest colonially so you should usually find several in a given area.

It will not be possible to find all the nests since those on the rear of a house will not be visible from public roads.  This will not be a problem because the same difficulties faced the Atlas surveyors and we are only comparing the results of the two surveys.  I have found when examining the original Atlas results that some observers included possible breeders in situations where birds were seen near buildings but no nests were in view.  For consistency with the Atlas results, you can record counts of such birds as well.

By the end of May, some birds will still be busy building while others will have completed their nests.  The timing can vary with a cold spell, for example, delaying proceedings.  However, the nests should be detectable and surveying can start in June.  It can continue to the end of August, which is when the birds are starting to move south.

The Atlas survey was based on tetrads, 2km x 2km squares, which are described in the section below.  The 93 tetrads where breeding was proved in the Atlas survey are listed in the accompanying file (CBBS breeding tetrads.xls).  You can volunteer to cover any one (or more!) which has not already been allocated, or share one with someone else if a 2km x 2km square seems too much.  Each volunteer will receive a map showing the exact extent of their area.  You can submit casual records of nests and colonies, which will be especially valuable if they are from anywhere not in the 93 Atlas breeding tetrads.

While a tetrad can sound like a large area, don't forget that many outside towns will have few buildings and can be covered quite quickly.  Even built-up areas can be split in to smaller sections and covered with a series of walks.  And you only need to walk along each street once while keeping an eye on the eaves.

Many tetrads straddle the Cleveland boundary.  It is not necessary to survey the parts outside Cleveland.

To report your results from a tetrad, download the file Tetrad results.doc, which is an MS Word document.  Don't forget to rename it with something suitable (e.g. tetrad code_observer's initials.doc).  List each colony with the number of nests and enough information to locate it (such as street, house number, district).  Accurate location is essential to avoid double counting with any casual records from the same area.

For reporting casual records, download the file Casual observations.doc, which is another MS Word document.  As above, rename it and provide adequate location information with the nest counts.

At the end of the survey, return the completed files to tbc.projects@hotmail.co.uk
For those who don’t have access to a computer or don’t have programs for handling these files, printed copies of the forms are available and can be completed by hand prior to submission.  To obtain copies and to return them at the end of the survey, contact me :

Eric James, 7 Hilderthorpe, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough TS7 0PT

Tel. 01642 310103

Tetrads : A tetrad is a 2km x 2km square based on the Ordnance Survey grid and they are widely for surveys of all kinds.  Each has a specific identification, e.g. NZ52B for the tetrad which includes Saltholme and Dorman's Pool.  All Cleveland tetrads start with the letters NZ so it is not necessary to include them in the identification code.  On an OS map, there are pale blue grid lines defining 1km squares, so a tetrad is a group four adjacent ones.  In the file of Atlas breeding tetrads, I've given the grid reference of the centre of each tetrad.  If you look on an appropriate map, and find the centre point (use the first two numbers to count along the bottom of the map and the second pair to count up the side), then the tetrad consists of the four squares touching this point.  As mentioned above, all volunteers will receive a map showing their tetrad(s).

If you have any queries, get in touch using the details above.
